A BRIEF HISTORY OF FOURTH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Founded Dec. 12, 1912 – organizing committee included E.A. Smyth, R.C. Hudson, L.A. Cothran, John Reynolds, J.D. Woodside, and J.A. Smyth, Jr.  The land was given by Ellison Adger Smyth, the founder and president of Pelzer Mills.  There were 38 charter members in 1912.

The sanctuary, in which the church still worships, was built the following year and dedicated on December 28, 1913.  It was designed by J.E. Sirrine.

The first pastor, the Rev. Rollin T. Chafer, was installed on April 29, 1913.

In 1949, additional property was purchased and the Education Building was built in 1956-1957, during the pastorate of Dr. Alfred Graham Taylor.

In January of 1962 an associate pastor, William Marclay, was called to help organize a chapel in Mauldin, which became the Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church.

In 1973, bob Lawrence was called as pastor and Dr. Ramon Kyser, professor of voice at Furman, began his service as Minister of Music, a position he continues to hold.

An activities building/gymnasium was built in 1974.  At the same time the pipe organ, still used in worship, was installed and the lovely stained glass windows that depict the biblical drama from Abraham to the conversion of Saul were installed.
