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“Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old, he will not depart from it.”   Proverbs 22:6
PHILOSOPHY
The first years of life are of primary importance for a child’s later development.  Through interaction with parents and other care givers, the child develops feelings of self-worth, trust, and independence which lead to becoming a confident, secure adult.
We at Little Folks of Fourth believe that each child is a precious child of God... a unique individual who grows and learns at his or her own pace.  We provide a loving, nurturing environment based on Christian principles and values.  We seek to help children grow with a sense of respect for individuals and the world around them, and also knowledge of their responsibility in the world.
To develop their feelings of self-worth, respect, and responsibilities we offer a variety of teacher-directed activities to help with their social, physical, language, and cognitive skills.

MISSION STATEMENT
Little Folks of Fourth is a pre-school childcare and development program for the benefit of children and their parents or custodians.
The program has as its goals:
1. To provide for parents/custodians a secure and positive source of child care.
2. To maintain the opportunity for every single participant, child and parent, to experience a loving, nurturing experience based on Christian principles and values.
3. To foster in each child a sense of independence, compassion, confidence, trust and responsible behavior through a variety of teacher-directed activities.
4. To seek opportunities to serve disadvantaged children.
5. To maintain high standards of child care according to professional standards and Christian values.
Dear Parents,
Little Folks of Fourth is licensed with the Department of Social Services and is recognized by the state as an Advocate for Better Childcare (ABC) Enhanced program.
All of our classes have multi-age groupings.  We do not necessarily use birthdays as the criteria for moving children to the next room, but go by the developmental stage of the individual child.  Just because the child starts off the year in one room, does not mean he’ll be stuck there all year.  Children move up in classes throughout the year as maturity occurs and there are openings in the next class.
The things we want the children to learn while they’re with us are: a self-confidence in their abilities, independence and self-sufficiency, abilities to solve problems, a joy of learning, curiosity and creativity, the ability to get along with other children, and a love of books.  All this is done in a loving and caring setting where we are demonstrating God’s love. 
Along the way the children also learn their colors, shapes, letters, and numbers.  The teacher’s deliberately include opportunities in their daily planning for the children to grow in their reading, math, science and thinking skills.  The children will all learn facts and information when they are developmentally ready.  It’s their love of learning, teamed with their social skills, and the ability to think for themselves, that will have the greatest impact on their futures.
If you ever have any questions or concerns, please feel free to talk to the teachers or me about them.  It’s through our joint efforts and with your constant input that our program will continue to improve and make it the very best environment for your child to grow.
Thank you for entrusting us with your children.
Sally Pellew
Director

Child Safety concerns:

Drop - Off and Pick - Up:
When you are outside the building with your children, they are your responsibility.  Do not get distracted visiting with other parents.  Be sure to keep a careful eye (or hand) on your child at all times and be aware of the busy traffic on the street and in the parking spaces.  
Children of any age should never be left unattended in the car, even if you are running in for “just a minute”.  Ask another parent or a teacher to stay with the child if you need to leave them in the car for any reason. 

 IF YOU ALLOW YOUR CHILD TO PLAY OUTSIDE OF THE MANLY ST. ENTRANCE (NEXT TO THE GYM), MAKE SURE YOUR CHILD STAYS ON THE GRASS SIDE OF THE WALL AND DO NOT ALLOW THEM TO JUMP ONTO THE SIDEWALK.  ACCIDENTS CAN HAPPEN IN THE BLINK OF AN EYE AND WE DON’T WANT ANYTHING TO HAPPEN TO ANY OF OUR PRECIOUS CHILDREN.
Parking:
The police will ticket illegally parked vehicles.  For your clarification, there is NO PARKING on the church side of Manly St. except in our diagonally marked spaces.  You may park on Pettigru St., Broadus St., in the Poinsett Club parking lot and along the Poinsett Club side of Manly St.  Be sure to adhere to the “NO Parking From Here To Corner” signs.
Reserve the diagonal parking places for quick pick-up and drop-off with COMPACT CARS ONLY.  We need to keep the sidewalk clear for strollers and fire evacuation. If you drive a large vehicle, need to stay in the building to attend to things, or want to visit with other parents, please park in another area for safety purposes.
Little Folks of Fourth is an allergy-aware program.  

There are many children attending our program that have severe peanut and/or nut allergies.  You are probably aware that nationwide the number of children who have peanut and/or nut allergies seems to be increasing each year.  As parents, I’m sure that you appreciate our efforts to keep all of the children as safe as possible.  So, please check the label of all the products that you send with your children to make sure that they do not have a peanut and/or nut warning on their label and do not contain peanut and/or nut products.   Please be sure to check the items each time you purchase them since sometimes companies change the plant where the foods are processed.  If we find an item in your child’s lunch that contains peanuts and/or nuts, we’ll give your child something else to eat that day and put a note in the lunch box so that you don’t mistakenly send it again.

General Information
Photographs:

An integral part of our program is photographing children as they do activities in the classroom.  This is to remind the children of the special project they created or special event that occurred in the room.  It is also a way for you, as parents, to look through a small window into your child’s day at Little Folks.  

IF YOU DO NOT WANT YOUR CHILD PHOTOGRAPHED YOU NEED TO GIVE US A WRITTEN STATEMENT TO THAT EFFECT, OTHERWISE WE WILL ASSUME THAT PHOTOS ARE PERMITTED.   
Registration:
A $100 enrollment fee for the first child and $75 for each additional child is to be paid at the time that the child is registered.  This fee covers registration and materials for the Sept.-May school year.  The Summer Program has a separate enrollment fee of $50 for the first child and $35 for each additional child due at the time of summer enrollment.
Age Requirements for Entrance:
Children may enroll between 6 months and 5 years of age.
Health:
All necessary immunizations should be up to date at the time the child enters school.  A record of these immunizations must be on file in the preschool.  A certified immunization form obtained from the child’s doctor at the time of the opening of school in September is needed. Bring in an updated form each time your child gets a new shot. Diseases such as chicken pox, impetigo, and pink eye are considered by the health department to be highly contagious. Children should not come to school until they are no longer contagious. 
Tuition:
Cost is $15 per day per child.  Payment is expected even if your child cannot attend (your payments are depended on to pay teacher salaries).  Tuition is due on the first of each month.  Checks should be made payable to Little Folks of Fourth.  Please note on your check your child's name and the days that he attends, and the month for which you are paying to help in record keeping.
Scholarship Fund:
There are scholarship funds available if you need assistance.  Donations to the scholarship fund are tax deductible.  For more details about this opportunity please refer to the LFF Scholarship Fund page included in this document.
Hours of Day and Transportation:
School hours are from 9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.  Doors are locked between the hours of 9:15 a.m. and 12:45 p.m.  If you arrive late or pick up early, use the church’s main entrance that is located off of Manly St. at the end of the upper parking lot. There is a covered walkway in front of the door and you will need to ring the doorbell that is to the right of the door.  All children, except those staying for late stay, should be picked up by 1:00 p.m.  The custodian is anxious to get in to clean and the teachers have other commitments.
Car Pools:
We do not have a drive-through pick-up and drop-off line.  You bring your children to the classroom and come in to pick them up.  In this way, there is a steady stream of communication between you and the teachers.  At Little Folks, every day is Open House.
Late Stay:
Late stay is from 1:00 p.m. until 2:00 p.m. for a fee of $6 per child.  Siblings are an extra $2 each.  Please make arrangements with Debbie Payne (1's and 2's teacher) in advance for your child to go to Late Stay, if possible. If you have not picked up your child by 1:10 p.m., the teachers will automatically send him/her to Late Stay and you will be charged the Late Stay fee.  If you are unavoidably detained and cannot get in touch with us, we will automatically send your child to Late Stay.  There is a $3 additional fee charged if the child is picked up between 2:05 p.m. and 2:15 p.m.  If the child is picked up after 2:15 p.m., there will be an additional $6 charge to the Late Stay. Arrangements can be made in advance for 2:30 p.m. pick up if necessary.  Late Stay payments should be a separate check given to Debbie Payne; but payable to Little Folks of Fourth.  As we do with the regular Little Folks program, we will maintain our low teacher-child ratio and provide developmentally appropriate activities.  Please talk to Debbie Payne or call her at 268-0740 for enrollment or more information.
Early Stay:
Early stay is from 8:00 a.m. until 9:00 a.m. for a fee of $6 per child.  Siblings are an extra $2 each.  In order to have enough teachers each day to accommodate the number of children, you must sign up ahead of time with Lynn Pollard (4’s & 5’s teacher). If you sign up for early stay but your plans change, you must give 24 hours advance notice or you will still be charged.  Early Stay payments should be a separate check given to Lynn Pollard: but payable to Little Folks of Fourth.  Please talk to Lynn Pollard or call her at 271-7582 for enrollment or for more information.
Release Policy:
Parents and caregivers bring their children in to Little Folks each morning and come to the class to pick them up each afternoon.  We will allow the person who dropped off your child to pick him up unless we are otherwise informed. Children will be released to their legal guardians or another adult specified by the legal guardians.  When you need a friend or relative to pick up your child, tell the classroom teacher or the director the name of the person picking up your child or call and leave a message with the director if something comes up during the day.  If we do not already know the person that is to pick up your child, we will ask to see their driver’s license to be sure of their identity.  If there are certain people who are specifically not allowed pick up your child, you need to write that on your child’s information sheet and verbally inform both the teachers and the director.  If we are in any doubt about your child’s release, we will not let your child leave Little Folks until we have spoken to you for verification.
Bags and Lunch Boxes:
Please include wipes, diapers, and an extra set of clothes.  Little Folks requires all bags and lunch boxes to have I.D. tags.  Little Folks I.D. tags are for sale through our parent organization “Big Folks of Fourth” or you may use any other tag of your choice as long as all belongings are clearly marked.
Mid-Morning Snack:
Parent supplied, donated, or curriculum related snacks and a drink may be served in the mornings.  Please let your child’s teacher know of any food-related allergies.
Lunch:
Please send a lunch with your child.  Most families use cold packs; however there is a refrigerator available if necessary.  There are also microwaves available in each classroom. Please remember to label everything: bottles, cups, utensils, etc. In consideration of the growing number of children here that have peanut and nut allergies, we would appreciate it if you would not send foods containing peanuts or nuts. 
Toys:
Children should not bring toys to school except when it is necessary to bring a favorite stuffed animal as a “security blanket.”  We do request that toy guns and any other possibly injurious toys not be brought at any time. 
Observation by Parents:
Parents are invited to observe in the preschool.  If you desire to do so, please contact Sally Pellew, director of Little Folks.
Conferences:
Since the welfare and growth of each child is our mutual concern, we welcome conferences with parents.  These may be made by appointment or be impromptu as you drop off or pick up your child.
Discipline:
Teachers set clear and fair limits for classroom behavior.  Teachers guide the children to resolve conflicts and model these behaviors through their own actions and words.  Teachers encourage appropriate behavior by talking to the children and patiently reminding the children of the class rules and the reasons for these rules.  While dealing with issues of conflict, teachers will always speak in a caring and respectful manner to the child.  Occasionally, a time-out chair may be used to emphasize the importance of following the class rules.  If a problem persists, we will set up a conference between the director, teacher, and the parents to discuss the needs of the child and to devise a strategy for the future.  If it is needed, the parents will be referred to appropriate agencies and professionals who can further help their child and family. 
Birthdays:
Parents are welcome to bring in special treats to celebrate a child’s birthday.  Please check with your child’s teacher to see what might work best for their classroom.  Candles are not allowed by DSS regulations because of the potential fire hazard. And please do not send hard candies or balloons because of potential choking hazards.
Emergency Medical Plan:

Parents will be called if the child has fever, diarrhea, vomiting, rash, or an injury.  911 will be called if a child shows signs of shock, severe allergic reaction, loss of consciousness, difficulty breathing, excessive bleeding or broken bones.  A designated teacher or the Director will call 911 while a staff person with the child’s emergency information remains with the child until the parent arrives.

Preschool Illness Policy
No child is to attend school with a fever, nausea, diarrhea, or complaining of not feeling well.  If a child becomes ill or is sent to school ill, he/she will need to return home as soon as possible.  The parent or emergency person so noted by the parent will be phoned and explained the situation and condition of the child so that arrangements can be made for his/her return home or other place of care.
Please call the school when your child is out due to illness.  Report promptly all contagious diseases so that parents can be alerted.  Ill children need to be kept home for their own sakes as well as their classmates. 
Medicine can be given only with written permission.  Medicine must be in the original container with dosing instructions on it.  After dosing is discussed with your child’s teachers, it must be kept in the classroom’s lockbox for safety reasons.  No medicines may be kept in the diaper bag or the child’s cubby.  Each classroom has a first aid kit for minor injuries, etc.
When can a sick child return to school?
Fever: When a child has fever (above 99.4 degrees taken orally) he or she should remain at home.  If a child develops a fever at school, his or her parents will be called.  If a child is recovering from an illness, he or she should be free of fever for 24 hours before returning to school.
Medication: When a child has been on an antibiotic for at least 24 hours and is 24 hours fever free, then the child is considered non-contagious to others. 
Colds and Runny Noses: If a child has a cold, he or she should not come to school.  At times a runny nose can indicate an allergy only.  If this is the case, the discharge from the nose is clear.  However, if it is yellow or green, infection is present and the child is contagious and should not be brought to school.
Coughs: Coughs can spread infection very easily.  If your child is coughing as a result of a cold or bronchial infection, he is contagious for as long as the cough is moist and the fever persists.  If the infection is bacterial and he has been on an antibiotic for 24-36 hours and has no fever for 24 hours, then he is not contagious.  In all cases involving coughs, the child’s comfort should be a factor in whether or not to come to school.
Ear Infections: Ear infections are frequent in young children.  Although they are not contagious, a child should have completed 24 hours of medicine and be comfortable before returning to school.
Sores: All open sores which are draining are contagious and the child should be kept home from school until they have healed enough to be completely covered.
Diarrhea: Diarrhea is defined as four to five bowel movements in an eight hour period of time.  This can be caused by infection, diet, teething and medication.  If a child has diarrhea for any of the above reasons, he should not come to school or parents should be called to come for him if he is already there.  Although the frequent bowel movements may not represent a contagious condition, the percentage of time that the teacher spends with diapering is a consideration when there are other children for which to be cared.
Vomiting: If a child has vomited more than two times in the previous 24 hours, they should stay home.  Even if the vomiting is caused by a non-communicable condition, they should not return to school until 24 hours after the previous incident.   
Following is a list of specific diseases and the length of time required before the child can return to school.
Chickenpox: Six days after the rash breaks out or when all of the blisters are scabbed over, whichever is sooner
Conjunctivitis (pink eye): If the eyes are watery or itchy but there is no fever, the   child does not need to stay home.  If the eye discharge is thick and white or yellow, the child should stay home until the discharge has stopped.
Hepatitis A: One week after the illness or yellow color starts
Cold sores: When sores are dry and crusted
Impetigo: 24 hours after child starts antibiotic medication
Measles: Five days after the rash breaks out
Mumps: Nine days after the swelling starts
Whooping cough: After the first five days of taking antibiotics
Tuberculosis: When the child’s doctor says the infection is no longer catching; in children this happens soon after starting medication
Strep throat: 24 hours after antibiotics are started
Pin worms: 24 hours after treatment
Ringworm: If the area can be kept covered, the child need not stay home. If it cannot be covered, the child can come back after the treatment begins and the patch of ringworm starts to shrink.
Rubella (German measles): Six days after the rash appears and the health department or doctor says it is safe.  Advise any staff member who is pregnant to see her doctor.
Diphtheria: When the health department says it is safe.
Hand-foot-mouth: Children with an open, draining sore on the hand and those with disease mouth sores, if the child drools, should be kept home. They can return when sores heal or drooling stops.
Calendar for School Year 2009-2010

Opening of School                                                                September 8, 2009                                    
Parents’ Day - Bring lunch and eat with your child.          Sept. 23 & 24, 2009
School Pictures                                                                           
 TBA
Make-up Pictures                                                                     
 TBA
School Closed
                                                                     Oct.15 -16, 2009

Book Fair
                                                                      Nov. 11, 12 & 13, 2009                                              

Thanksgiving Holiday
                                                          Nov. 26-28, 2008                                         

Christmas Holiday                                                   December 21 -Jan. 1, 2010
                            

School Closed                                                                  January 18 & 19, 2010                                                  

School Closed                                                                          February 15, 2010                                                     

Summer & Fall sign-ups for LFF families                      March 1-March 26, 2010 

Rummage Sale Drop – Off


                      March 17-18, 2010

Rummage Sale





           March 18-19, 2010

Easter/Spring Break




    March 29-April 5. 2010

Begin Open Enrollment for Summer & Fall sign-ups                      April 6, 2010

School Closed                                                                                 May 25, 2010                                                

School-Wide Spring Picnic                                                             April 22, 2010
Spring Art Show – 11:30am                                                            May 14, 2010                                       

Last Day of School Year                                                                 May 27, 2010                                                 

School Closed                                                            
       May 28-June 4, 2010                                      
Summer Session begins                                                                    June 7, 2010                                                 

School Closed                                                                   
      July 5 – 9, 2010                                             

School Closed                                                                             July 26-30, 2010                                           

Last Day of Summer Session                                                      August 27, 2010

School Closed                                                                August 30-Sept. 6, 2010

First Day 2010-2011





                    Sept. 7, 2010                                                      
Unusual Weather Conditions - If Greenville County Schools have a 1 or 2 hour delay we will still begin at 9:00 a.m.  If Greenville County Schools are closed for snow, then Little Folks is closed.  If you have any doubt as to our status you can check the school closing list on WYFF channel 4.  If we are closed our school will be listed.
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